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From the Editor
Welcome to issue
100! I have been
passed back copies
going back to Issue
4, October 1994 -
thirty two years ago!
Reaching issue 100
is an achievement in
itself.

Issue 4 saw Paul
Turner (member no. 1) as Chairman of
the Derby and Sandiacre Canal Society,
theNewsletter Editor was Carol Atkins,
and it consisted of just 16 A5 pages in
black andwhite, with no images except
for the society’s logo on the front cover ,
much of it dedicated to the rules of canal
restoration, the proposed constitution of
the society, and the agenda for the AGM
on 19thOctober 1994.

Paul Turner toldme that he produced
the very first issue of themagazine, early
in 1994, as a typed news sheet.

Issue 4 contained an interesting appeal
from the IWA to send old and new
trading stamps (Green Shield
(remember them?), Co-op, Blue Chip,
etc), all types of petrol vouchers, foreign
notes and coins, used postage stamps,
not tomention aluminium foil and cans,
to the Charity Bank, for the IWA to turn
into saleable goods to support the then
current 138 canal restoration schemes all
over the country with over 12,000miles
under active restoration. At that time 37
canals had been fully restored and
reopened, adding 450miles to the
network.

In this issue I thankMartin Pilbin for his
article about the alternative uses of
canals for water transfer and flood

prevention. With the growing concern
about flooding, it is likely that this will
enable new sources of funding to open
up. We have been designing a new
display board explaining how the section
of canal to the north of Draycott and
Breaston could be used to capture the
excess groundwater that has been
causing flooding in these two villages,
and also help prevent flooding of the
railway line. We plan to have this on
display whenwe attend the Breaston
Gala on 4thMay.

Wewill also be attending the Long Eaton
Carnival on 20th June.

Also included in this issue are articles
about legacies and printer cartridge
recycling, both of which could help raise
funds for our canal restoration.

I have been asked to assist with booking
speakers formeetings, so if anyone has
any suggestions for talk topics, or knows
of a possible speaker, please get in touch
withme.
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Flooding Risk at Draycott and Breaston
The villages ofDraycott andBreastonboth experience
flooding, most noticeably following StormChristoph in
January 2021 and StormBabet in October 2023.

WhyDoes ThisHappen?
Both villages lie near the bottomof the Derwent valley
with the land rising to the north. Water flows down
Golden Brook, Golden Stream, a number of other
unnamedwatercourses and across fields to points where
the drainage can’t copewith the volumes of water.
Flooding of land, roads and properties then occurs.

This is exemplified by the following Environment Agency
representation of river and surfacewater flooding in the
catchment north of Draycott and Breaston.

Without some form of flood defence ormitigation
strategy the flooding risk in Draycott and Breastonwill
only increase. In February 2026, Friends of the Earth
published a set of flood riskmaps for thewhole of
England based on the latest Environment Agency rainfall
predictions through to 2080.

The firstmap shows the current high flooding risk for
Draycott and Breaston. Each district has been given a
simplified codewith the numbers of properties affected in
each district as shown in the table.

The secondmap shows the high flooding risk for 2080.
Note the changes to the colours of the districts
highlighted, particularly for Breaston.
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An Increased FloodRisk ofOver 130%
The table shows the number of properties at high
flooding risk, as extracted from the Friends of the Earth
online interactivemaps. A percentage increase has been
calculated for each of Draycott and Breaston. It should be
noted that the numbers of properties that are at lowor
medium risk are not provided by the data.

A property at high risk is likely to flood at least once every
30 yearswhereas one atmedium risk is likely to flood
once every 100 years. What the data does not tell us is
when those flooding events will occur, the 1 in 100-year
event could be in 100 years or it could benextwinter.

The full Friends of the Earth data can be found at: https://
friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/flooding-uk

Also, themain Derby toNottingham and London railway
line regularly floods - this is one of Network Rail’s worst
locations for flooding that stops the train services
operating.

Mitigation of the FloodRisk – The Canal FloodWater
Interceptor Channel
The abovemaps also show the route of the Derby Canal,
which can be used to intercept floodwaterbefore it
reaches Draycott and Breaston. The Trust has had talks
with EastMidlands Combined Councils Authority,
Derbyshire County Council, the Environment Agency,
Erewash Borough Council, Network Rail and others and
proposes to set the canal water level 1m lower than the
original.

With the canal water at a lower levelmost of the surface
fieldwater run-off can be captured, alongwithwater
from anumber of watercourses, particularly those near
Breaston Cemetery which cause flooding in theHolly
Avenue area. With the agreement of the Environment
Agency, excess water flow fromGolden Brook andGolden
Stream can also be captured.

The restored 5.4km canal section between Borrowash and
theM1will dischargewater direct to the River Derwent.
The towpath on the south side of the canal will be raised
to holdwater. This will accommodate a 40cm rise in the
canal water level, to be held until downstream flooding on
the rivers Derwent and Trent has lowered.

For any given flooding event 45,000M³ of floodwater, the
equivalent of 18 Olympic size swimming pools, can be
temporarily stored before being slowly released via an
existing outflow pipe direct to the river Derwent.

How CanYouHelp?
The Trust is seeking the support of the EastMidlands
Combined Councils Authority to obtain government
backed funding to deliver the floodmitigation. The Trust
needs to show community support andwould invite you
to complete a short questionnaire to confirmwhether you
would like to see Draycott and Breaston protected from
flooding. Questionnaires are available here today or
online at:

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/xHxAbJzsAL

or via the QR code:

If youwish to be kept informed of
developments, please consider
becoming amember of the Derby&
Sandiacre Canal Trust. via thewebsite
https://derbycanal.org.uk/

Area
(See codes onmaps)

CurrentHigh FloodingRisk FutureHigh FloodingRisk
All Properties Residential All Properties Residential

DraycottNorth (DN) 30 11 39 16
Draycott South (DS) 72 16 94 28
Draycott Total 102 27 133 = 30% increase 44 = 63% increase
BreastonNorth (BN) 26 23 58 45
Breaston East (BE) 9 7 23 18
Breaston South (BS) 28 14 65 36
Breaston Total 63 44 146 = 132% increase 99 = 125% increase

Railway Flooding inDraycott 2019

©Crown copyright. All rights reservedDefra, Licence number 100022861 (2021) | Contains public sector information
licensed under the OpenGovernment Licence v3.0 | OS data© Crown copyright and database right (2022)
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Chairman’s Report - ChrisMadge
TheDerbyRiver Boat
The riverboat trips continued in
September, but the promised path
through the flood defenceworks didn’t
materialise despite the promises. The
works, when they began, covered
Phoenix Green, and therewas a trial
hole where the path should have been.
A few trips had to be cancelled on safety
grounds. Fortunately the seasonwas
winding down sowhilst this wasn’t a
long term problem, it needed to be
monitored.

The season ended in October, the
number of sailings reducing in the final
weeks. The boat was popular all season,
despite passengers having to find their
way through theworks.

We tried tomeet people on Exeter
Bridge, but some insisted on finding
their ownway, aided by the OCORworks
signage. One couple came early tomake
sure they didn’tmiss it. However,
another insisted theywere on time,
despite our waiting for them, and then
complainedwhen theymissed the boat!

The last few trips were beautiful as the
trees changed to their autumn colours.
Wewerewell supported by the local
kingfishers who are always a high spot of
any trip.

Our end-of-season boatmaintenance
was done ready for winter. Simon and
Neil checked the electricmotors and
applied grease liberally. We rebuilt the
frame that prevents the boat resting on
the jetty structure after flooding.
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TheOCORworks progressed quickly.
The centre of Derby had equipment and
compounds in place like this one outside
Exeter House (see previous page).

The oldNatWest bank on Stuart Street
was soon to be demolished, but the Art
Deco clock and columnswere to be
retained.

Work on thewaterproof earth bund
itself at Phoenix Greenwas delayed until
the river boat trips finished. It was all
change next day, with total disruption as
the excavations began.

The followingweek’s rain raised the river
levels, enablingMike tomove the boat
to its wintermoorings. Hewas escorted
through theworks and then had to
squeeze past the barriers. However, the
boat’s batteries hadn’t recharged

because the charging system’s supply
had, unbeknown to us, been
disconnected. We think this caused an
automatic cut off, so somemanual effort
was needed over the last tenmetres of
themove.

Mike set up the camera to provide some
security as usual. This showed that a lot
of leaves had dropped, sowe hoped the
windwould remove them from the solar
panels, so aiding power generation.

However, the camera also showed an
intruder on the boat’s roof. We thought
it was amink sowe reported its presence
as required by law.

We expected the solar panels to
recharge the batteries over thewinter,
despite the leaf fall

We had a good end of season volunteers’
gathering at the end of themonth in the
nearby pub. It was well supported and
enabled us to thank everyone for their
continued input and earning the Trust
around £9,000 over the year.
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Pontoon
The planning applicationwas
progressed in September. The ecology
survey threw up no adverse findings.
There’s nowildlife to worry about as our
design doesn't affect the river bottomor
disturb fish. The plot being very small,
we didn’t expect to have to comply with
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) rules.
However, we needed to achieve a 10%
compensatory wildlife improvement.
We hoped our workwith theWildlife
Trust within the “DerbyNature
Collective” would help.

We had a goodmeetingwith the rowing
clubs to check if our pontoonwould
restrict themby themid-river “island”.
We agreed some helpful safety
processes and to indicate the rowers’
spacewith floatingmarkers. That was
done using Outram, prior to sailings on a
Saturday. We didn’t realise it coincided
with the beer festival - our antics
amused few of their attendees. It looked
as if themarking out was a success as we
soon had agreement from one of the
clubs who also suggested trimming
some trees to increase the available river
width. Any on-goingmaintenancewill
benefit all parties.

Weworkedwith the pontoon supplier on
a fewminor changes to the design, but
felt ready to go otherwise. No longer
trusting the OCOR contractors after their

broken boat access promises, we gave up
on their “competitive” quote and
commissioned the cablemove. It has a
fiveweek lead time, is controlled by
National Grid (NG) andwill require
excavating the path to lay the new cable.
This gives us a chance to assess if the
path structure will take the load of the
pontoonwith the river in flood. A
corporate donationwas used to cover
the cost as our enquiries about NG
covering it had drawn a blank, but there
may be scope for NG funding other work
as they feel a little guilty andwant to
help.

In October we consulted the Council
planners about the BNG issue, not
having heard from theDerbyshire
Wildlife Trust. We took direction to
employ consultants to do specific
surveys, do themaths, and certify what
we need to deliver. Existing surveys said
that there was nowildlife to enhance,
but the legal requirement seemed
unavoidable.

Fortunately the corporate donation
covered the additional £5k, but the time
delay caused issues. We couldn’t get the
remaining fundingwithout planning
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permission. This was preventing us from
ordering the pontoon, etc, until 2026, so
delaying the installation and
threatening the riverboat re-start date.

The temporary options we looked at
weren’t good. However, the city was
planning celebrations in June 2026 to
celebrate 50 years of twinningwith
Osnabruck, so they should havewanted
the riverboat running by then.

Within our list of needswas a finish
definition for the pontoon, so the trip to
Hampshire earlier at least allowed us to
show the planned finishes and
components.

The last planning application enabling
BNG survey, was expected towards the
end of November. It was still hoped that
the twinning celebration in June 2026
would galvanise the Council into
delivering its promises. Although the
start of the 2026 season looked to be
delayed until early June, we pushed all
parties for the earliest start date.

In January the planning application had
gone in and been validated by the
Council within 24 hours. The initial
responses were easy to deal with and
showed that it was being pushed
through. We expected a decision bymid
April.

However, the cablemovewaswell
behindNG’s fiveweeks. Wewere
dealingwith the possibility of
Himalayan Balsam contaminating the
works, Council permissions, path
closures, an unexpected patch of
unregistered land by theMuseum, and a
six week notice period before works
could start. The contractors had
discovered a cantilevered sectionwithin
the path andwere debating how to dig a
trench through it. There had been quite
a clear dialoguewithNG but as there
was a lot to do in a short time, we co-
opted theMP to put some pressure on.
We arranged ameetingwith a senior
person, but the June deadlinewas
getting tight!

On the legal side, theMP helped us get a
response andwe just needed the
documents. However, Theworkload of
the engineering department controlling
the project had grown due to further
problemswith Darley Abbey bridge.

The OCOR phase 2works on Phoenix
Greenwerewell advanced and definitely
preventing our access to the boat. The
long delayed demolition of the first
office buildingwas completed as you
can see by the gap!

We expected a positive decision on the
planning application in February but
progress with the cablemovewas still
slow. Given the long list of outstanding
items and a rather un-informative
administrator at NG, themeeting
organised by the localMP, Catherine
Atkinsonwas helpful. She arranged key
people fromNG to attend andwhilst we
got a better update, I’m not sure that the
process was speeded up. NGwere
pushing their contractor, but were
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concerned that the archaeologists
overseeing theworks could bring them
to a halt if artefacts were found.

Wewere still waiting for legal
documents from the Council, but there
had been an email response. We pushed
Councillors, whowere themselves trying
tomove it on as evidenced by their
influence over planning.

TheOCOR phase 2 flood defenceworks
in the city were proceeding apace. Our
previous access to the boarding platform
was completely closed off and the new,
higher bundwas starting to take shape.
It was just as well we didn’t proceedwith
the previous pontoon!

WorkingParties
Draycott - September
The new cycle rackwas installed,
hopefully encouraging passing cyclists to
stop and visit the café while their bicycles
are properly protected.

The debate on protecting the residents’
car park hadmoved from a full blown

barrier to a lockable chain. The tenants
seemed happier, but we’ll monitor its
effectiveness and hope that we do not
need the barrier.

The Canal Company notice from the
Hopwell Road canal bridgewas hung on
an external wall at the café.
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Don and Tony completed the borehole
works by lowering the concrete infill and
sealing everythingwithmortar.

Draycott - October
In the car park, the original contractor
installed the new drain and connected it
into the land drain.

Thewater processing systemupgrade
was finished by installing an automatic
cut off linked to the UV lamp. If the lamp
goes out, the flow stops. We nowhave a
maintenance schedule, so everything is
covered. Water samples were taken and
we had no immediate response - we
expected to hear promptly if there was
an issue.

Perhaps themost important activity was
reed cutting. Theweather had been
really dry sowewere able to do it before
thewinter rains came. We hoped
Network Rail (NR) would finance the
hire of a digger to dredge the channel,
but they had other priorities. Frompast
experience, NR havemore to lose than
we do. The concrete bridge having gone,
itmade sense to allowwater to flow
towards Derby Road rather than puddle
around the Cottages.

The forestry teambegan tackling the old
hawthorn hedge between thewinding
hole andHopwell Road. It had been left
untended formany years so it will be
difficult to lay. Itmay not look so good
for a year or two, but it will improve over
time and provide further bird nesting
territory.

Draycott -November
The new drainage arrangements were
tested by the heavy rain which resulted
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in a river level rise of 1.5metres and
substantial water flows at the cottages,
and they disposed of excess water within
minutes.

Draycott - January
The remainder of the short section of
hedge alongHopwell Roadwas laid - a
difficult job given the size and age of the
hawthorn - and the cutting back of the
south hedge heading towards Breaston
was started.

We looked at a stretch leading to
Spondon Bourne, although that toowill
be difficult andmay need to be carried
over until the autumn.

SpondonBourne - September
Themeetingwith the Council to discuss
work herewas productive. We agreed a
basis for work to start, although the land
transfer continued to delay us. We
couldn’t consider working on the culvert
until this is sorted.

SpondonBourne - January
One of our teams worked on the section
of the canal pathwest of the Spondon
Bournewhich is exceptionallymuddy in
winter. Workingwith the Council they
cleared vegetation around the pathway.
The planwas to straighten the path and
layMOT, after consultingwith
neighbours to try to get a fewmore
communityminded residents to help
out. We planned to set up a gazebo to
talk to themwith the aim of getting a
few names to help finish the job. Our
request to “buy” the stretch of land from
the City Council was still under
consideration.

SpondonBourne - February
Don and Tony cleared the path ready for
further work and laying anMOT surface.
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Continued on Page 13

Wewere still seeking ownership of this
stretch, but it looked as if the change in
Local Authorities was prompting a
review of the Council’s land holdings and
so delaying a decision.

However, whilst one part of the Council
vacillated, another was particularly
helpful. We had the plannedworks
agreed and permissions (and even help)
to reduce the trees on the path, and the
Council will supply theMOT. We just
need to supply the labour.

We set up our gazebo on 21st February,
“consultingwith the neighbours“ over
the plannedworks after putting leaflets
through local doors inviting them to
come and talk to us.

SpondonBourne/Ulliker’s Bridge -
January
One teamdid some initial
investigations, successfully locating the
canal wall in a number of trial holes.

SpondonBourne/Ulliker’s Bridge -
February
The team continued their exploration of
the canal line. It’s not quite an
archaeological site, but thewall is being
located andmapped. We’ve discovered

the gaps and lack of a blockwall on the
offside.

Borrowash - September
Thewindyweather caused a few trees to
lose their branches or worse. Roger and
teamhad to clear up themess at
Dagley’s Lock,Mear Drive, Borrowash
and Sandiacre.

We continuedwith the BorrowashWall,
and used the flail for some hedge
trimming - it was somuch quicker than
the hedge trimmers and easier on
volunteers’ backs. Normal activities to
place by the vole fence at Draycott, and
by Ulliker’s Bridge.

Borrowash -October
We repaired and upgraded the
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Do You Love Crafting?
Come And Create With Us

Craft Workshops at Our Crafty Place

Book Your Place Today

Community craft sessions
Skill-building & progression

A huge range of crafts to choose from
Bespoke groups & events available

Workshops for all abilities - beginners welcome

ourcraftyplace.co.uk | hello@ourcraftyplace.co.uk | 1Corporation Road,Ilkeston,Derbyshire, DE7 4AS
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interpretation board at the bottom lock.
It gave us a chance to rename it as
Dagley’s Lock after Nigel, who spent
many years organising local support and
maintaining the Borrowash section until
illness prevented him from continuing.

The increasingly difficult steps down to
the Ock Brook crossing hadworn away.
The teamdid a superb job of restoring
them.

Borrowash -November
The teams carried onwith the
BorrowashWall, andwe planned to
assess the canal walls by the railway line
to see if they are strong enough to avoid
a breach onto the track. We also looked
to see if we could get funding to cover
the cost of the assessment.

Borrowash -December
The formal renaming of the bottom lock
at Borrowash as Dagley’s Lockwas
arranged for the 2ndDecember. We
were pleased that Nigel was able to join
our volunteer party and friends fromhis
many years involved in the restoration to
celebrate the event.

CorporateVisits
On 3rd September, Vinci EMR (in orange)
undertookwork at Derby Road, Draycott,
tidying both sides of the road hedge.

On 10th September, AlstomBurton (in
Yellow) took on the challenge at
Chellastonwith impressive results and
keeping the line clear.

Continued fromPage 11
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On 24th September, volunteers from
DWPMidlands cleared the ditch from
Dagley’s Lock to the Ock Brook, put in
new fence posts to Foss Close, and put
extra steps in the canal path.

On 22nd October, AlstromBranston did
a good job of clearing the ground on the
Draycott to Breaston stretch around the
pipe bridge.

We try hard to get the participants to
keep in touchwith us. It is important to
attract younger, working age people as
our work partymembers, and others,
grow older.

Sandiacre -October
At Sandiacre, a hanging branch from an
ash treewith die-backwas endangering
the public. The teamused the tower

scaffold to tidy it up. It wasmuch safer,
but took somuch longer - with ash trees
dying it becomes an increasingly likely
problem.

Sandiacre -November
The area at the top of the sectionwas
tidied up. Longmoor Road bridgewas
blocked some years ago and the
undergrowth had taken over some of the
sections alongside Longmoor Road and
SandringhamRoad. The areawas
cleared so that our interpretation panel
can again be read.

Undergrowth further along the canal line
to thewest of the bridge and heading
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towards Bostocks Lanewas also cleared.
This is a public access pathwhich quickly
closes in if notmanaged. It’s also the
areawhich ismost likely to block the
Longmoor Road and associated
footpath.

Sandiacre - January
After clearing the bridge under
Longmoor Lane, the teams tackled ivy
growth by ring cutting the larger trees
and clearing the grassy areas. Further
along stakes were installed to prevent
vehicles fromdriving along the path
parallel to Longmoor Lane between the
bridge and Bostocks Lane.

Golden Stream -October
Where the stream crosses the canal
path, we erected a barrier to stop
children falling in. The Parish Council

asked us to do it after a safety complaint
wasmade. Wewere then taken to task
on socialmedia for hamperingwildlife!

Shelton/HarveyRoad - January
Thewet weather over the Christmas
period caused a fewworking party dates
to be cancelled, but the teams had
considerable success on the dryer days.
It was a good time tomaintain some
interpretation panels at Harvey Road
and Shelton Lock, areas we don’t get to
very often as we don’t own the land

Chellaston - January
Wewere in the season of the year when
maintenance of hedges and trees was
allowed - a big change from summer
mowing. Roger and teamhad a few
fallen trees to respond to. Theywere
able to clear one that was blocking the
path at Chellastonwithin a day of it
being reported.

Longmore Lane - February
I received a call during a particularly
persistent downpour to say that a
resident of Longmoor Lane had a stream
ofwater running though his garden. I
visited to seewe nowhad a canal in
place behind his house. The old canal
route was infilled, but the clay lining
means that it holds water between the
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raised old towpath and the hill on the
other side. Unfortunately, a few years
ago a builder decided to provide a nice
piece of flat lawn outside his property
and flattened the bund. This resulted in
a channel funnelling all thewater
through the property. He sold the plot
and left the issue for others to sort out.

Whilst this was nothing to dowith us our
volunteers have used some of the vole
fence to keep thewater at bay pending a
careful replacement of the bund in the
summer. Hopefully residents will
appreciate our efforts and support our
restoration and a permanent solution.

Breaston - February
We’d been in contact with the
Navigation to discuss some tree
planting. Apparently Thatcher’s Cider
are encouraging the planting of apple
trees at pubs to produce fruit for public
consumption. It’s been tried successfully
along the canal network in certain places
and I’m sure is a good idea. However it
seemed important that we avoided
planting in a location that would
interfere with the canal restoration. The
land outside the pub is owned by the
Navigation so the call went out and
negotiations were successful. The deal
was that we helped to prepare the area
with our equipment and they planted in
the “right places”.
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IWA

It was agreed thatMartin Pilbin
would give a short presentation to
the IWAAGM, to be held at
NottinghamUniversity on 27th
September, discussing the
opportunities of “GreyWater
Transfer”, and funding that will be
made available. We also offered to
host visitors at Draycott and tell them
what we’ve achieved. A local visit is
normally offered at the end of AGM
business, andwe shared the honour
with Cromford this year.

I was also asked to help on a small
panel to look at how the IWA
organises restoration support. I was
keen to do this as I believe the next
step for fundingwaterways properly
is to convince national government
and utilities of the value of a national
water infrastructure in times of
regional droughts and floods. It
could radically change restoration if
the government invested billions of
pounds in this and each individual
restoration took its share of
supplying the national network. This
can only be driven by a national
organisation like IWA.

Martin gave his presentation, as
planned, and his suggestions on
“GreyWater Transfer” were positively
received. The IWAChairman, and
others, looked at our progress and
they seemed to be impressed by our
successes at the Cottages.

The project at the IWAwas
progressing positively in October and
it looked as if wemay get additional
central resources provided for
restoration. This would have been

most helpful for us with Biodiversity
Net Gain or the Sandiacre
negotiations, but better late than
never.

Martin’s grey water recycling project
has been gainingmomentum andwe
are now thinking of suggesting it as a
potentialmoney saver for the
Chellaston housing development.
Wework on the basis that if we can
save themmoneywewill get at least
part of that saving applied to the
canal restoration.

The IWA Trustees accepted our early
recommendations to the IWA
Trustees on how they can aid Trust
restorations, andwe have been asked
to undertake some further analysis.
We remain hopeful that this will
eventually free up resources to help
the restoration at Derby.
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Other Projects
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We’dmade little progress on this in
September due to our holidays, but we
have had amost generous offer. Peter,
our editor, had persuaded a couple of his
clock enthusiast friends to repair the
tower clockwe had in pieces inmy
garage. The planwas to use it in
Erasmus Gardens. We think that it
would be great to show off Derby’s clock
heritage - and it will be nice to getmy
garage back!

With OCOR 2 about to be kick started
andOCOR 3 - the flood defences from
the city centre weir to Spondonwere
under consideration in October, wewere
looking at howwe could influence the

DerbyRiverside

Wewere still waiting for EMCCA to
respond on the drainage project
between Breaston andDraycott and

understood that EMCCA hoped to find
some funding, but we hadn’t been told
officially.
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Our land purchases in the Breaston area
continued to progress. Following a very
positivemeetingwith our Local
Authority Trustees, wewere encouraged
to push for land transfers from Local
Authorities rather than have the issue
tied up for a few years by the Local
Authority reorganisation. With that in
mindwe fully reviewed all Council
owned sections andmade an offer to buy
two parcels adjacent to theM1 from
Erewash Borough. We also agreed terms
for a small section in Breaston as shown
in the photo opposite. It will require
somework to bring it under control
whenwe own it.

We also continued slowly with the
purchase of land from Sustrans. There

are complications arising from them
granting leases that are taking time to
resolve, althoughwith the activity on
other plots it is useful to have time to
accumulate the funds required.

LandPurchases

development to cater for river traffic. It
was very early days, but it’ll be better
than playing catch up as we have been
doingwith the second phase.

The clock experts had begun the repairs,
but they asked if we knew anyonewho
could recreate the lugs on the assembly
shown, please letme know. Apparently
this has becomeworn over the years.

Upstairs Roomat the Cafe

ITAttack
Late in October wewere attacked by
Eastern European hackers. They picked
up email addresses from ourwebsite
and flooded the emails with requests for
membership. Fortunately Andrew and
Chris were verymuch on the ball on a
Sunday night and picked it up quickly,
and found a solution to prevent the

attempt from causing damage. We
presume the attackwas timed for the
weekend as inmost companies nobody
would bemonitoring things. Anyway,
thanks to quick thinking by Andrew and
Chris we escaped any serious disruption.
It’s also a lesson to us that even small
organisations are at risk.

We spoke to Garry and Joyce about
providing some extra facilities for them.
As our upstairsmeeting room is rarely
used, except for ourmeetings, theywere
considering using it as amore casual
areawith soft chairs and access to a
coffeemachine. It sounded like a
win/win situation as they get space for

people if the café is full, especially when
it’s too cold or wet to sit outside, andwe
have access to softer chairs for our
meetings (somemembers had been
bringing cushions). It appeared that the
café had been full, despite theweather.
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On September 22nd SeanMcGinley, a
long standing seniormanager with the
Canal and River Trust (CRT), gave a talk
about the CRT. He has recently been
given the responsibility for restoration
nationally. His talk waswell received by
a full house. He answeredmany
questions fully and honestly about how
theywill workwith restoration groups
going forward.

Thanks to all who attended the AGMon
28th October whenwe had an excellent
turnout. Key aspects were to recognise
and thank KevinMiller, who had served
on the Trust formany years andwas now
stepping down, although he has offered
to be available to helpwith relationships
at Erewash Borough Council while it
remains in place.

Wewere also able to announce this
year’s winner of the Kate Birtles cup.
Simon Knott was recognised for his
involvement on the riverboat
commentary system and electrics, and
for his regular participation on the
various working parties eachweek.

On 25thNovember Paul Sturges,
Professor Emeritus at Loughborough
University, gave us a fascinating talk

about life in Derby in the 1950s,much of
whichwas based on his own
recollections.

On 27th January,Martin Pilbin explained
our strategy to use the canal for flood
prevention, water transfer and grey
water recycling. The audiencewas rapt
and raised a number of technical
questions, all of whichwere expertly
fielded.

On 24th February, wewere treated to a
very interesting talk about the purchase
and restoration of SouthWingfield
railway station by Liz Best aided by Carol
Brown. This was a project taken on
under theHistoric Buildings Trust’s
control, with Derek Latham a key driver.

FutureMeetings at the Cottages
April 28th: Jenny Abnalls, a Trustee at the
ErasmusDarwinMuseum in Litchfield,
will talk about ErasmusDarwin -
inventor of the boat lift.

26thMay:MaryWilson, from the Belper
Mills, will talk about Life as aMillWorker
in the Derwent Valley. Shemay be
coming in costume, andwill bring a
helper.

July 28th: TimMellor, Chairman of the
Derby Artefacts Recovery Club, will
present a talk onmetal detecting.

Sept 23rd: Alastair Clarke will present a
talk called ‘From the Trent to theMersey’,
In thewake of narrow boat 'Cressy' In
1939 TomandAngela Rolt set out to
explore the canals of England in the
narrow boat 'Cressy'. The account of
their cruise was a book calledNarrow
Boat and this inspired the national
movement to preserve and cherish our

Members’Meetings
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Martin, our volunteer Chartered Civil
Engineer, gave a talk about the use of canals
forwater transfer at the January ‘26
meeting - Ed

Restoring theDerby and Sandiacre Canal
is farmore than a heritage project. Re-
imagined as amulti-functional green-
blue infrastructure, the canal can play a
central role in sustainable water
management, climate resilience,
biodiversity recovery and community
well-being.

Once central to industrial development
and funded through the transportation
of goods,many historic canals are now
underused or degraded, disconnected
from surrounding communities and

lacking sustainable income streams. As
pressures on land andwater increase,
the future lies less with the
transportation of goods andmorewith
themanagement of water.

By integrating storm-water capture and
storage, Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS), water transfer and recycling,
biodiversity net gain and recreational
open space, canal restoration delivers
exceptional environmental, social,
heritage and economic valuewhilst at
the same time unlocking the
development of social and affordable
homes on land previously considered
unsuitable. Crucially, the combination of
these benefits also enables innovative
funding and financingmaking canal

Fig 1 The Borrowash Interceptor protecting land, housing and the railway from flooding

Breaston

Canal Interceptor Channel

Surface water flooding
Surface water affecting railway

Draycott

Golden Stream
Golden Brook

Property flooding

Canals forWaterManagement -Martin Pilbin

inlandwaterways. Eighty years later
Alastair Clark set out on a bike to follow
the part of their voyagewhich followed
the Trent andMersey canal.

JuneWalk
Weare awaiting confirmation of awalk
and talk on June 23rd at Raynesway at
the Severn Trent processing site. Wewill
seewhat is involved in cleaning our

water and also have a presentation from
their projectmanager about thewater
transfer scheme to takewater from
Minworth to East Anglia via the Grand
Union canal.
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restoration environmentally and
economically viable.

As planners confront the challenges of
growth and climate change, restored
canals offer a viable solutionwhich can
be adapted tomeet current planning
needs for urban growth, climate
resilience, watermanagement and
biodiversity loss, connecting past,
present and future throughwater.

StormWater Capture andTransfer

Climate change has intensified surface
water flooding, water scarcity and
pollution pressures. Canals, with their
linear form, extensive catchments and
water control, are well suited for
integratedwatermanagement systems.
Typically following natural contours, a
restored canal can intercept surface
water flows and operate as a strategic
cut-off drain, capturing heavy rainfall
and releasing it gradually to
downstreamwatercourses i.e. the
proposed Borrowash Interceptor Ditch
releasing flows direct into the river
Derwent - See Fig 1 above.

This capture capacity allows canals to
reduce flood risk while protecting
downstream infrastructure such as
roads, housing and railways. At a wider
scale, canalsmay support regional or
national water transfer, such as the

GrandUnion Transfer Project (Ref 1)
reducing reliance on long-distance
pipelines or new reservoirs.

Water Storage andClimateResilience

Using restored canals for storm-water
storage enhances climate resilience at a
catchment level. Existing structures
such as locks, weirs, bypass channels and
towpath heights can be adapted to
regulate flows and temporarily increase
water levels during extreme rainfall
events. The Glasgow Smart Canal (Ref 2)
is a great example (see Fig 2).

Unlike underground tanks or hard-
engineered storage, canals provide
visible, adaptable storagewithout
removing valuable land from
developments or public use. This
approach also reduces pressure on
combined sewer systems, lowering the
frequency of sewer overflows and
associated pollution incidents.

WaterRecycling forHousing

Water scarcity is a national concern
limiting development. Restored canals
can support non-potable water recycling
systems for new housing developments,
helpingmeet householdwater
efficiency targets and reducing demand
on treatedwater.

Fig 2 Amulti-functional canal, navigation, floodwater storage, transportation and recycling.
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At a local scale, canals integratedwith
housing SuDS - such as swales, rain
gardens, permeable paving and
constructedwetlands can form the
backbone of wider surfacewater
networks. With appropriate treatment,
urban run-off fromdevelopment can be
naturally filtered before entering the
canal, improvingwater quality while
reducing pollution and flood risk. The
recycledwater can be used for toilet
flushing and other non-drinking

purposes. As summer rainfalls decline
storedwater offers a cost-effective
backup supply to enable community
scale water recycling, reducing the need
for expensive network upgrade and
removing themaintenance
responsibilities from individual
households.

More advanced schemes could integrate
canals into grey-water recycling systems.
Grey-water fromhousing can be treated

Fig 3 Community based rainwater recycling.
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Fig 4 A biodiversity vision for good quality restoration.

through constructedwetlands or reed
beds before being returned to the canal,
maintainingwater levels during dry
periods supporting ecological function.
This aligns with circular economy
principles and demonstrates how canals
can be adapted tomeetmodern
sustainability standards - see Fig 3.

BiodiversityNetGain andEcological
Restoration

Many abandoned canals already
function as ecological corridors, though
often fragmented or degraded.
Restoration allows these corridors to be
enhanced and reconnected, creating
continuous habitat networks through
urban and semi-urban landscapes.

Re-profiling canal banks, introducing
varied edge conditions and planting
nativemarginal vegetation can support

fish, amphibians, invertebrates and bird
species. Wetlands and backwaters
provide refugewhilst also capturing
inflow sediment. Adjacent grasslands
andwoodlands contribute to awider
habitat to improve ecological resilience.

Under current planning policy,
developments are required to deliver
measurable biodiversity net gain. Canal
restoration can generate biodiversity
units to support local housing and
commercial developments at scale
rather than fragmented and remote -
see Fig 4.

Housing, Recreational, Health and
OpenSpaceBenefits

Beyondwater and ecological functions,
restored canals deliver significant social
benefits. Upgraded towpaths can
Continued on Page 27
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provide safe, accessible routes for
walking, cycling and horse riding
supporting active travel and reducing car
dependency. Landscaped corridors
create attractive open spaces improving
mental well-being, encouraging outdoor
activity and strengthening local identity.

Recreational activities such as canoeing,
angling andwildlife watching can be
reintroduced in partnershipwith local
clubs and community organisations. In
dense urban areas where access to green
space is limited, canals function as linear
parks, connecting neighbourhoods and
providing continuous, high-quality open
spacewithout competingwith
development land.

These benefits translate into economic
value. Proximity to attractive waterways
can increase property values (Ref 3) by
up to 10%, support local businesses and
crucially unlocks blockages in the
delivery of social and affordable homes.
Canal restoration often acts as a catalyst
for wider place-making and investment.

Financing Canal Restoration

Themulti-functional restoration enables
new and innovative financing
opportunities. Whilst public funding for
heritage, flood risk and environmental
enhancement remains important, it is
rarely sufficient on its own. Successful
projects increasingly combine public,
private and third-sector investment.

Developer contributions, including
Section 106 agreements and Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding, can
support restorationwhere canals
provide SuDS, floodmanagement,
public open space, biodiversity
mitigation for new housing. Biodiversity

net gain credits generated through canal
restoration represent an emerging
revenue stream.

Water companiesmay also invest where
canal restoration contributes to flood
alleviation, water transfers, water
quality improvements, or demand
reduction. In some cases, long-term
operational savings from reduced sewer
overflows or deferred infrastructure
upgrades can justify upfront capital
investment and operational fees can
support the long-term viability.

Governance and Long-Term
Management

Successful canal restoration depends on
clear governance and sustainable
management arrangements.
Partnerships are essential to ensure
canals continue to delivermultiple
functions over time. The responsibilities
formaintenance, water quality
monitoring andmanagementmust be
understood, particularly where canals
form part of critical drainage or water
supply infrastructure. Whilst restoration
is the vision, the commercial role for
Canal Trusts has yet to be decided.
Community involvement through
volunteering can strengthen local
ownership, enable restorations and
reduce long-term costs.

References

1 https://guctransfer.co.uk

2 https://waterprojectsonline.com/case-
studies/smart-canal-2022/

3 https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/107931/1/
Gibbons_Valuing_environmental_benefi
ts_canals_2021.pdf

Continued fromPage 25
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Wewould like to thank thosewho have
already come forward to offer their help
with the restoration.
New volunteers to support existing
“experts” in all fields, except ecology
wherewe are looking for a volunteer to
take the lead as detailed below, will
always bewarmlywelcomed.
If you know someonewith building or
sitemanagement skills who have
perhaps recently retired, why not
suggest they get in touchwith us as we
will need those skills for projects such as
Sandiacre Bottom Lock restoration, the
Spondon Bourne culvert and the canal
rebuild generally.
Some specific areas wherewewould to
strengthen our teams are:
Engineering:Wenowhave expertise to
covermost of our civil engineering
needs, but wewould still welcome
anybodywith engineering skills who
would like to join our new, enlarged,
engineering team.
Ecology: We require a volunteer to take
the lead on ecology. Wewould also
welcome anyonewhowould like towork
with the lead, whatever their past
experience. So if you can get involved
with surveys andmonitoring, or want to
help rejuvenate the biodiversity of the
canal route, please join the team.
IT: Wehave a volunteer who has been
heavily involved in developing our river
boat volunteer allocations on line, but
wouldwelcome anyonewhowould like
toworkwith her.
Fundraising:Wehave access to a

fundraiser on a paid basis, but if you
have fundraising expertise, please join
our team.
Marketing:Wehave a good team
dealingwith our existingwebsite, social
media and the Packet, but we need to
keep upwith new trends and to
stimulate interest in new groups of the
public. If you have up to date social
media nous, or want towrite articles
about our activities, please join our
team.
In all the above cases experience and
knowledge is very helpful, but the key
criteria is a desire to change our
communities for the better. The amount
of time spent will be set by your
availability, but the salary is non
existent! The reward comes from
achieving progress andworkingwith
other passionate people.
If you are interested, then please contact
ChrisMadge on 07827 946444 or by
email at
chris.madge@derbycanal.org.uk to
discuss further.

Would you like to help theDerby Canal Restoration?
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Wewere recently contacted by one of our
supporters whowanted to leave us a
legacy. For him, it is important that some
of his estate goes towards completing the
canal restoration he’s long supported
and, in so doing, leaving something that
his children and everyone else could
enjoy for the next 200 years. He writes:

“People normally think of writing awill
when something drastic or tragic
happens in their lives, perhaps an illness
in the family or a friend or colleague dies
suddenly. Of course, in general we
should all keep our affairs in order as a
matter of good financial prudence. For
most of us ourmajor asset is our home,

which can be valued at hundreds of
thousands of pounds.
Forme it was important to think
carefully and calmly about what I would
like to dowithmy assets, when I
eventually pass on. Of course, formost
of us the stock answer is ‘I will leavemy
assets to the kids’, but I would suggest
that thought should be given to other
good causes - the Government not being
one! Local charities would benefit
hugely from any legacy you could leave.

In conclusion, pleasemake sure your
‘house’ is in order and if youwould like
tomake a gift in your will likeme then
theDerby and Sandiacre Canal Trust - a
registered charity - would put it to good

Legacies - ChrisMadge

Over the years the Derby and Sandiacre
Canal Trust has had an arrangement
with a printer cartridge recycling
company. We have had printed
envelopes that you can send in two
cartridges at a time for free, and the
Trust gets between £1 and £2 per
cartridge. Unfortunately, we are running
out of envelopes and now the only way
to send your old cartridges is via online
contact with Recycle4Charity.

If you go towww.recycle4charity.co.uk, at
the top right hand corner there is a
button ‘to register’. After you have
pressed the button, the next screen asks
if the charity is already registered. In the
box type ‘Derby& Sandiacre Canal Trust’.
It will show you that we are already
registeredwith the number C43552. This
is the same detail as on the old envelope,

if you have one. Click on this and it will
ask for your name and email details.
This is so that they can send you the
label. Just follow the on screen
instructions that will ask howmany
cartridges and their type. Hopefully, this
will generate the label required. I
noticed that they have local drop off
points, but I didn’t follow the link to find
out where theywere.

As per the Tesco advert ‘Every Little
Helps’. So, if you can use them, the Trust
gets a littlemoremoney for our projects
and you can clear out your stack of old
cartridges.

Printer CartridgeRecycling -David Savidge
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Contacts

use. You could specify which project you
want it to go to or simply leave it to the
good governance of the Trustees.”
The importance of getting things in
order in good time cannot be overstated.
Over the last year two of our trustee
directors have had to deal with a
relative’s estate where thewill was
either unclear or non existent.

So please consider leaving a legacy
because:

■A gift in your will is a legacy that lasts
beyond your lifetime and provides a
lasting benefit for family and friends

■There is no inheritance tax on gifts to a
charity so all your legacy can be put to
good use.

■Inheritance tax is charged at 40%of
your taxable estate AND a donation to
charity can also reduce the tax your
beneficiaries will pay by 10%

■It can be used asmatched funding, so
our charity can raise grants tomultiply

the value of your gift and be evenmore
effective.

■There’s total flexibility and you can
leave:

♦A specific sumofmoney – a lump
sum

♦Thewhole – or a percentage – of
your assets, after other gifts and
expenses have been paid

♦A particular item, such as jewellery,
shares or a piece of land

If you considermaking a gift in your
Will, we recommend you speak to your
solicitor or other adviser to ensure the
wording is right so that your gift is used
as you intend. TheDerby and Sandiacre
Canal Trust can also helpwith the cost of
a will if we are a beneficiary.

If youwant to discuss this feel free to
contact our Treasurer or Chairman in full
confidence.
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