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From the Editor
Hello andwelcome
to the 99th edition of
The Packet! There
is, as usual, much
maintenance
activity on the canal
line to report. There
has also been a lot of
effort put in to try
and get a floating
pontoon in place so

that the river boat doesn’t have to be
taken to a privatemooring to overwinter,
and tomake the boat trips fully
accessible. The plans have yet to come
to fruition but hopefully theywill do so
in time for the resumption of boat trips
in 2026.

Ann does a really good job at arranging
interesting talks for the social evenings,
but one that stands out formewas the
presentation by several volunteers about
how they got started andwhat they get
out of it. Gaynor, one of the volunteers
who took part, kindly letme have the
transcript of her talk for inclusion in this
issue - thank you Gaynor!

I would verymuchwelcome similar
articles from other volunteers - please
don’t be shy about sending them in as
theymight help encourage new
volunteers to come forward. The Board
recently held a brainstorming session to
try and figure out how to attract new,
younger volunteers to eventually take
over the canal restoration project from
themwhen they are too long in the
tooth to carry on.

In the Autumn 2024 issue I included an
article about the unsuccessful attempts
over the last 25 years to find a new home
for the SpondonWaterworks clock,

which eventually passed into the care of
the DSCT. Whilst shopping inmy local
Tesco recently I just happened to bump
into an ex-colleaguewho is a keen
horologist. We got talking and as a
result the clock is now going to be fully
restored. There are provisional plans to
install it in the ErasmusDarwin gardens,
which in turn are part of the riverside
developmentsMikeWingfield, our Vice
Chairman, has beenworking on.

I am regularly asked to renew the
artworks on the information boards
along the canal line. One such boardwas
Borrowash Bottom Lock, which theDSCT
board has given approval for renaming
as Dagley’s Lock in recognition of Nigel
Dagely’s contribution to restoring that
section of the canal. Another board in
planning is a new one for Borrowash Top
Lockwhichwill include information
about the ancient burialmound found
when the railwaywas built.

Finally, I thank Rod Auton for his update
on the Chesterfield Canal restoration.

I end this columnwith a sunset photo I
took from the top of the external
staircase at the Cottages, at 9.20 pm,
following the socialmeeting on 22nd July
2025.



The Packet Issue 99 Autumn 2025

4

Chairman’s Report - ChrisMadge
TheDerbyRiver Boat
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Our riverboat trips resumed in April.
Take up, althoughweather-dependent,
was better than last year. With twomore
drivers registered and a couple of cabin
crew to replace them,we’d plenty of

resource to operate through the season.

The basic pontoon design had been
formalised and verbally cleared by the
Environmental Agency (EA). We hoped
our application for a revision of our EA
permit to operate in the new location
would be rapidly processed. Also
Historic England had deferred to DCC’s
decision and theWorldHeritage Site
looked to be in favour. TheDCC leader,
and her Chief Planning andMajor
Projects Officers, had given real
encouragement. They liked the design,
especially as shown by the University
experts in this link:

suggested that
construction could start immediately.
However, this would have been at our
own risk as full planning permissionwas
still needed.

We had agreement to use the remaining
DCC budget of £67k for the pontoon.
Given planning approval the actual cost
would be reimbursed afterwards. This
effectively recognised it as a permanent
solution. The directors and trustees
werewrestlingwith two issues: whether
we could take the risk, and how the cash
flow could be financed. Given the
encouragement fromDCC, we got
quotes for formal design, structural
assessment and installation. It
appeared that the grant funding from
DCCwould covermost of the cost.

All was good until we discoveredmajor
power lines in the river near the
proposedmoorings. Wewere given a
plan and told to locate the cables
accurately andwork out how to protect
them from abrasion by the boat.
Fortunately theywere visible in part
from the bank, and also fromOutram,
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up to the point where they disappeared
under the silt. We dug a trench and used
a Cable Avoidance Tool (CAT) to further
locate them.

We then thought about getting divers in
to uncover the cables. Wemight then
have neededNational Grid to test/prove
the cables and tomodify to the pontoon
design. As always we had a longway to
go in little time.

TheMay sunmade the riverboatmore
welcoming but, expecting the flood
defencework to close us down at the
end ofMay, we took care not to over-
advertise. Fortunately the flood defence
workwas delayed, freeing us to operate
through to August possibly, but there
would be no access to the Causey Bridge
boarding point until the end of 2026.
We had time to get our alternative in
place, but failure wouldmean no service
for a year.

The time extensionwaswelcome as the
underwater power cables were causing a
delay. National Grid advised that they
should bemoved as they theyweren’t
safe for navigation! As usual it was hard
to getmajor companies to work as
quickly as wewanted. We had an
assessment of what was required and a

£10k quote for a land based cable and
jointing. We then needed a new trench
safely dug in the path by the SilkMill.
We askedNational Grid to quote as costs
would bemore certain if they did all the
work, but that was taking time. It wasn’t
something for our volunteers to take on
given the cables carry 11,000 volts.

For all we knew the cablemovemight be
avoidable, but we didn’t know this short
of accurately locating them. MSDS, who
provided underwater camera and diver
services for the fire boat, were happy to
help. We also commissioned the
pontoon supplier to check the design on
site. It was a productivemeeting that
yielded a few suggested improvements
to assess. Onewas to operate the ramp
at a greater angle formore stability, but
that wouldn’tmeet normal Disability Act
requirements. The detailed engineering
assessment was held pending a decision
on the cablemovement.

The flood protectionworks delaymeant
that we could operate formost of the
2025 season, sowe ramped up the
marketing effort. Wewere getting some
special charters andmost trips were
quite well supported, but good
advertisingmaximised revenue and
supported the planning application for
the pontoon.

Whilst our volunteers excelled in their
support of the operation, we attracted a
lot of interest fromwildlife. Pigeons and
a couple of Canada Geese had become
tolerant to the birds of prey calls. Mike
found amagnetic spike to stop them
getting under the front cover. Before
one trip a new nest, with an egg in it, was
found precariously perched on the cover.
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The riverboat was really busy in July.
With the better weather and promotion
wewere virtually full all month and also
had a few charters.

Shown above is a friendly group from
theDerby City and SouthDerbyshire
Mental Health Carers Forum enjoying a
charter trip. This is a self-help group
caring for, a relative, friend or neighbour
suffering from any form ofmental
illness. I’m pleasedwewere able to
provide a little quiet respite on the river.

Confident of operating into October, we
planned tomake themost of the season.
However, boat owners will be familiar
with Boat Safety Scheme (BSS) tests and
ours was due. Being a commercial
operationwe had a few extra provisions

to deal with, so we read the guidance
notes, checked asmuch as we could and
awaited the test engineer with bated
breath! Fortunately we passedwith
flying colours, so we are all set for the
next four years!

Through August the riverboat ranwith
full passenger lists andmore charters,
and our volunteers continued to get
excellent reports. The full passenger
lists provided income for the Trust as
well as underpinning our funding claim
for the new pontoon, so theywere
doubly important.

As expected, the flood defenceworks
beganwith the closure of the footbridge
over the Derwent and the nearby
footpaths. The imminent demolition of
the building shownwas delayed by a bat
in the attic! As you can see, the
materials for demolition and
subsequent works compoundwere
already being assembled.

The bridge closuremeant we needed
another way to get passengers to the
boat. Weworkwell with the contractors
helpingwith signage, but we needed to
clear an overgrown pavement on Stuart
Street.
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Wenowmeet our passengers on Exeter
Bridge and escort them from there.
With this arrangement any further
restrictions on Phoenix Greenwouldn’t
affect us. Itmeant extra work for our
volunteers collecting the passengers.
Some locals found their ownway, so
keeping track of everyone kept us on our
toes! However, everyone seemed to be
happy and numbers were unaffected.

As all of this will be avoidedwhen our
new pontoon is in place next season, we
focused on getting planning permission
in place ASAP. Such applications require
many assessments, primarily on
heritage, wildlife and the environment
agency (flood risk), andDuncan
coordinated their submission. Wewere
most grateful toMaxwell Craven, a
longtime supporter andmember, who
wrote our “Heritage Statement” to go
with positive support from theDerwent

ValleyWorldHeritage Site at Derbyshire
CC.

We cleared the site of Himalayan
Balsam in advance of the ecology survey.
As you can see it had taken over the site
sowould certainly have prevented any
effective survey taking place.

Progress with the EAwas slow - wewere
still waiting for the permit applied for in
March. Supportive local officers said it
might still be amonth or so away, but we
kept pushing. We also needed both the
council’s formal agreement to occupy
the land and support fromneighbours
such as the rowing clubs and the
museum, but we thought wewere
nearly there.

Wewere still waiting for a second quote
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formoving the power cable, which in
turn needed some Council input. We
raised funds to cover the cost assuming

we couldworkwith the existing quote.
We asked if National Gridmight cover
the cost, but to complete it in timewe
may have to do it ourselves. We planned
to do thework inMarch 2026 and had
called on the suppliers’ design engineers
to vet the detail and vouch for the
stability of the fixings during a flood.

With the absence of a newwinter
mooringwe’ll be back at Darley Abbey
over winter. We agreed tomaintain the
jetty while we use it, so we’ll need to
replace any rotten timber ahead of
winter.

WorkingParties
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Blackwood is an ensemble of clarinett ists drawn from bands and
orchestras of the East Midlands. The players join together to

showcase this most versati le of wind instruments.

Since it's formation in 2010Blackwood has developed from a small
g r o u p o f f r i e n d s t o b e c o m e a t r u e c h o i r, f r o m t h e p i c c o l o c l a r i n e t t o

t h e b o o m i n g c o n t r a b a s s .

Blackwood enjoys sponsorship from Windblowers, Beeston's
specialist retailer

T h e g r o u p p e r f o r m i n a v a r i e t y o f c o n c e r t s a n d e v e n t s a n d r e g u l a r l y
p l a y i n s u p p o r t o f g o o d c a u s e s .

For the year 2024 to 2025 we are supporting Cancer Research UK.

Innovative Clarinet Ensemble in the East Midlands
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Draycott

Sandiacre
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Looms
Anyone using the A52 inMarchmay have
seen that Looms’ scrapyard has closed. A
developer of the site approached us to
discuss how the site development will
interact with our canal path. It was
another benefit of the efforts we’d
invested in outline planning and
workingwith the local authorities.
Without that we’d only have been
consulted once plans were developed.

In April we’d successfullymet with the
possible developer of the Looms site and
agreed a compromise layout that
provides for the canal within the
planned development. Thismay take a
few years to deliver, especially with the
remedial work - for example, they have
over a tonne of brokenwindscreen glass
to dispose of.

Events
Weattended two events inMay, firstly at
Breaston Gala and the followingweek at
the Ockash Trail event. As usual we
attracted a good number of people

interested in our project and progress,
but little in terms ofmerchandise or
memberships.
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Wewere trying to getmoremerchandise
on display to brighten up the stall, so we
displayed items from the riverboat and
have a range of the canalware that has
been sold so strongly by Cromford Canal
Trust at their shop (as shown).

In Junewe attended the Long Eaton
Carnival. As always the stall looked good
with enough interestingmaterial to get
people to stop and chat. Inevitably a lot
of interest is in the activity of the
riverboat - even for residents of Long
Eaton - but anything that generates
interest is a good result for us. We have

a number of supportive trustees,
particularly in Erewash andDerby, so it is
good to be seen promoting the cause.

In July we attended the last event of the
year, which took place at Chellaston. We
still struggled tomake a significant
impact with the public, hence the
additional on-site display at Spondon
Bourne (mentioned in theworking party
report - Ẽd). We did however get a lot of
interest in the riverboat and offers from
a number of would-be volunteers.
However, our experience is that
promises at events rarely convert to
volunteers on site.

DerbyRiverside

Wehavemade some progress around
the riverside development that will be

put in placewhen the office blocks are
demolished, probably in 2027. Working
with the Council-appointed designer
and the university expert, we’vemade
further progress on enhancing the bare
design.

So that we can properly interpret
“ErasmusDarwin’s Garden” we’ve been
researching his background. There’s
currently amuseumat his initial
residence in Lichfield, which has lots of
information about his life. Hewas a
doctor to key people of the time
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including Brindley, Josephwright,
Whitehurst (clocks) andWatt (Steam
Engines). Hewas the founder of the
Lunar Society in theMidlands,
maintained a botanical garden in both
Lichfield and later in Derby to support
medicinal needs and dabbled in all sorts
of discoveries and inventions including a
speechmachine, a water closet, a
handwriting duplicatingmachine and,
most relevant to us, a canal boat lift. The

Lichfieldmuseumhas his notebook as
well as amodel of the boat lift. He
moved to Derbywith his secondwife
and lived on Full Street, setting up his
second “Physics” Garden on the site to be
recreated as his Gardens across the river.
He also lived for a period at Breadsall
Priory and is buried in the village.

Sowe have lots ofmaterial to fill the
area, showing his amazing capacity.

Trustees

Our quarterly trusteesmeetingwas held
in April. We get good support from the
trustees, who are appointed by the Local
Authorities. They help put our case and
gain Local Authority support, whether
that’s from the County, the City or the
Borough. Wemetwith the Erewash
Borough leader to explain howmuch the
canal can deliver to the residents in the
form of flood defence and amenity. Our
newMP Trustee, AdamThompson, has
also joined the Parliamentary
representation for the Inland
Waterways, which shows a level of
commitment to our cause.

The only fly in the ointment is that the
plans to reorganise local authorities
would see turmoil as Erewash and South
Derbyshire are amalgamated into larger
authorities with an estimated timescale
of two years for the change to take place.

After theMay elections we nowhave a
Reform councillor, so we look forward to
understanding his views and how they
might support our project.

FocusMeeting
DuringMay the directors brainstormed
to check howwe are organised and our
priorities. We are an ageing group and
need to bring in younger people at all
levels. We concluded that we should
focus our activity on fewer key projects
and delegatemore authority to specific
directors tomove things on and spread
the loadmore evenly. Also, wewill
progress thework at Spondon Bourne,
using this as a concerted effort to
connect with local residents. If
successful, more volunteers should be
encouraged to come forward.

This is ready to go as soon as we get
assurances on legality fromDCC.
Hopefully new volunteers will gradually
work their way up through the
organisation. If this succeeds we can
consider doing the same elsewhere. It is
certain thatmaking a difference on the
canal path (andmeeting the public on
the riverboat) is a way to sell our project.
With that inmindwe havemade a
commitment to push harder in
Sandiacre, Draycott andDerby city
centre, which should provide visible
improvements.
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Membersmay have noticed recent
publicity about the EastMidlandsMayor
having a devolved sumof around £2
billion to create better communications
within the EastMidlands, and
particularly betweenDerby and
Nottingham. The press have again
raised the possibility of a tram extension
to Derby. This is a potential problem for
us as the canal route has previously been
suggested as a very handy stretch of land
to use. Since this was last raisedwe have
improved our position by putting two

stretches intowater and acquiring a lot
of land on the line. As we have already
reported, we are pushing for the East
Midlands Combined Authority to
promote and support the canal as a
flood defence andwater transfer option,
so this would preclude a tram. So the
news is good in that it providesmoney to
the region, but a potential issue if it is
provided for competing interests. All the
more reason to keep close to the
authority. And on that subject…. [see the
next section - Ed].

Derby

In JuneMike lead discussions about
development of the riverside in Derby.
Our Trust leads a group comprising
senior university personnel, amuseum
director, designers, Down to Earth Derby
(attached to the Eden Project),
Marketing Derby and the localMP. The
steadily advancing ideas for the
development were to be reviewed by
local officers and the council leader. A
large part of the designwill be
promotingDerby as a river destination
for canal boats. This could lead on to a
significant pull to complete a canal to
Derby, thereby achieving our objective.
This contact with key thinkers in the city
will also enable us to input on the use of
funding described above.

Part of the demonstration of this is our
“Phase 1”, the new pontoon for our
riverboat. Developments on the high
voltage cable in the river saw sudden
progress after a 5-week stall. We now
have a quote for all theworks tomove
the cable AND a potential alternative

supplier, who suggested they could
better that quote. The other supplier is
the contractor for the Floodworks
(OCOR) andwe also hoped that they
might provide access for passengers to
the boat well into the autumn. However
we awaited a sitemeeting to firmup on
possibilities. If this came to pass we
could get works in train, so that we
continue operation fromCausey Bridge
until October and install the new
pontoon ready for next season. We
weren’t counting chickens, but it was
looking a lotmore positive. Wewill still
needed to find some funding to cover
the electric cable, but wewere already
working on that issue.

With the improving accessMike
successfully pushed themarketing of
riverboat trips and had already seen a
marked upturn in interest and charter
sailings. As ever thanks go to all our
volunteers who keep the passengers
happy and recommending us to their
friends.



The Packet Issue 99 Autumn 2025

22

Gaynorwas one of the volunteer presenters
at theDSCTmeeting on 25thMarch 2025
-Ed

I retired frommyNHS job of 38 yrs in
January 2020. During themonths
leading up to thatmomentous date I
was thinking about what Imight dowith

my retirement. Travel, both at home and
abroad, was high on the to do list, along
with gardening and seeing friends and
familymore often, especially those
living inWales. But I also knew that I
would like to do some volunteer work. I
had no real ideas or specifics inmind
other than I wanted an outdoor element.

Volunteering onOutram -GaynorDewar

At ourmeeting on 5th February we heard
Andy Scott, who also doubles as one of
our riverboat drivers, give a report on
progress and activities at the Cotswolds
Canal Trust. It was an excellent talk
despite the IT issues of an online
presentation and it was an eye opener to
find out some of their income sources
and the level and extent ofmembership/
volunteering they have generated. More
food for thought!

On 25thMarch, a number of our
volunteers gave short presentations
about volunteering on the canal. It was
clear that there’s a heap of commitment
and passion and I think everyone showed
therewas a lot of pleasure generated
from the camaraderie.

On April 22nd Judy Flack reviewed her
time as Society Chair. Shewas famous
for her direct approach to fundraising at
events. I took notes and hope to bring
back some of the best schemes. Judy
was also in chargewhen the bridges at
Swarkestone andUllikers were restored
and she started the Borrowash Lock
rebuild, so she had a very successful
time.

On 25thMay, Cliff Lea gave us a talk on
Richard Arkwright. It was a
comprehensive and entertaining talk
with a number of canal references
added for our benefit. Arkwright was
involvedwith the Cromford Canal and
was responsible for channelling the
water from the river to power thewater
wheel for hismill.

On 24th Junewe enjoyed awalk in
Derby city, looking at the history of the
canal withMax Craven, supported by
David Jennings. I gave an update on the
changes in the city planned by the
council to develop the river and our own
plans for the pontoon.

On 27th July, our finalmeeting before
the summer breakwas held at the
Cottages where RobertMee treated us
to awell received presentation about
the Derwent Valley HeritageWay.

Ourmeetings take place on the fourth
Tuesdays of eachmonth at 7.30pmat
theDraycott Cottages unless specified
otherwise.

Meetings
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I liked the idea of being part of a team
and I enjoymeeting people and
socialising.

In December 2019 I received a Christmas
card from a retiredwork colleaguewith
themessage “don't volunteer for
anything in the first 2 years - just enjoy
the freedom”. Okay I thought, that's
good advice from an experienced
person, but it turned out to be quite the
message ofmixedmeaning. With the
arrival of 2020 andmy retirement came

Covid 19 and lockdowns, which altered
everyone's plans be theyworking, retired
or just hopeful volunteers likemyself. So
in away I did end up takingmy friend’s
advice - I had no option due to the
lockdowns - and it was 2023 before I
eventually became a volunteer.
My connectionwith canals goes back to a
very young age. The Llangollen canal
andworld famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct
are very close tomy childhood home. It
was a regular place to visit for walks and
boat trips with family and friends. Even
nowwhenwe visitWales it is still
somethingwe like to do. Whether you
arewalking or sailing across the
aqueduct it is quite the experience,
although not enjoyed by everyone. The
aqueductmakes an excellent talking
point with passengers on the riverboat. I
find it's great for getting a conversation
started as anyonewho is interested in
canals will usually have heard of the
amazing Pontcysyllte aqueduct.
Incidentally, it is not one of the seven
wonders ofWales but is one of The
SevenWonders of theWaterway as
listed by IWA 1955, and it now features in
themost recentWallace and Gromit
film!!

Living as we do in nearby Chellaston
there is nothing to quite comparewith
Pontcysyllte, but Ian and I still enjoy
exploring themany lovely walks along
various local canal towpaths, and if
there’s a cafe nearby, then even better!
Back in 2022we heard about the IWA
weekend summer festival being held at
Burton upon Trent and thought we
would go as it sounded like an
interesting day out. How right wewere!
We had a very enjoyable time that
concludedwith us becoming paid up
members of the DSCT. We'd spotted
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theirmarquee andwent over for a chat
withmembers and volunteers andwe
were drawn in!! We soon began
attending themonthlymeetings, and
during one of those I heard about the
riverboat whichwas starting it's second
year of trips on theDerwent. Always up
for trying something new, and to support
the riverboat, Ian and I decided to book a
trip and seewhat it was all about. It was
a lovely experience and through talking
with the crew that day I was persuaded
that this could be the opportunity I had
been looking for. I can honestly say it has
been everything I wanted from
volunteering. The first two seasons I did
had been great and I couldn’t wait for the
next to start.

Having volunteered, in June 2023 I was
introduced to Outram and some of the
crew, for a day's training sessionwith Liz
Gordonwhowas then in charge of
managing the riverboat and the
volunteers. At the end of the three trips
that day she turned tome and said -
“Fine, I'll put you on the rota fromnext
month”, and I was givenmy crew T shirt!!
I was a little nervous when it came
around tomy first day as crew but I
needn't haveworried as the other
volunteers on boardwere so supportive,
as they continue to be, especially when
the contactless card reader decides it's
not going not towork forme - it really is
all about teamwork!!

A fewweeks prior to the start of each
new season the volunteers rally to the
call for the annual spring cleaning of
Outram - and about seven of usmet up
armedwith rubber gloves, brushes,
buckets andmore, all ready to tackle the
many cleaning jobs. This included the
removal of significant amounts of

pigeon poo, particularly on the tarpaulin
cover. This time Anne gets the award for
tackling that rather unpleasant job.

It was a really chilly day but seeing the
other volunteers again and catching up
with themwas definitely uplifting and at
the end of our cleaning session, feeling
rather pleasedwith ourselves, we
headed over to theMuseumofMaking’s
cafe for coffee and scones. A very good
reward!! I soon forgot how coldmy
handswere!
The riverboat trips are so enjoyable for
passengers of all ages, but at the
moment some limitations of access to
the boat remain until the pontoon is
finally in place. Our passengers are
treated to a gentle and relaxing journey
of almost an hour in total. We travel
from ourmooring at Causey Bridge to be
within view of DarleyWeir, before the
captain of the day skilfully turns Outram
around for the return journey. On board
we can offer our passengers light
refreshments, hot and cold drinks,
biscuits, crisps and even ice cream in the
summer. We also sell, mugs, T shirts,
water bottles, postcards and Christmas
cards andwe have jars of local honey for
sale too!

I find you can never determine in
advance how a riverboat tripmight play
out. Some of the passengers will just
enjoy the serenity and calmness of the
trip, watching theworld go by, enjoying
some refreshmentsmaybe, and listening
to the commentary that plays. Others
will take the opportunity to fully engage
with the crew, and there can be lots of
questions about Outram, Derby, the
DSCT and anything else in between. It
can be quite the test at times!

Continued on Page 26



Did the Fitters cut your
doors FREE OF

CHARGE
WE DO!

Furniture at below
City

Centre Prices

FREE
DELIVERY
on all items

Did they TAKE YOUR
OLD CARPET UP if

you couldn’t manage
WE DO!

WERE THEY ON TIME,
POLITE and BAG up all the

WASTE afterwards
WE DO!

Did they do a

GOOD JOB
WE DO!

Was the fitting STILL FREE
even on the cheapest

carpets and Vinyl
OURS IS!

Did the shop offer to
BIND any WASTE into
MATS & RUGS for you

WE DO!

If you weren’t
SATISFIED in any way,

did the shop put any
problems right to your

satisfaction
WE DO!

THESE ARE JUST A FEW REASONS WHY OUR FAMILY FIRM HAS BEEN
ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS ON RECOMMENDATION ONLY.

PLUS THE BEST ALL-IN PRICE WITHOUT INFERIOR UNDERLAY &
ACCESSORIES

Chaddesden Furniture & Carpets
637 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, CHADDESDEN, DERBY TEL: 01332 674638

FREE HOME ESTIMATE & SELECTION

THINKING OF
BUYING A CARPET????

THE LAST TIME YOU HAD A CARPET FITTED

Did the Fitters MOVE your
FURNITURE WITHOUT

CHARGE
if you could not manage

WE DO!
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I try to domy best to answer questions -
deflecting some to themore
experienced crewmembers, especially if
its anything even slightly technical!! But,
as time progresses I am slowly learning
more about DSCT, it's work, ambitions
and progress - by coming to the evening
meetings, reading the Chairman's
Monthly Update, and the twice yearly
publication - The Packet. Hopefully I was
prepared for this season's batch of
questions.

A good number of our passengers are
often young children and during the trip
we can offer various activities for them to
enjoy. My favourite has to be the box of
Lego and I have enjoyed re-acquainting
myself with the long lost skill of Lego
building - and reproducing Outram
seems to be the favourite build project
enjoyed by the children on board.

Frommy point of view every trip is a
voyage of discovery from the people I
meet to thewildlife sightings along the
river. One of the outstanding things for
me since being on the riverboat has been
the number of kingfisher sightings - it
has definitely been a tick offmy bucket
list. In fact during the 2023 season I lost
count of howmany times I saw
kingfishers. It's amazing to see how just
themention of possible kingfisher
sightings raises the passengers
expectations and out come the cameras
as well. I have still to get a decent
photograph of a kingfisher however -
that's a challengemaybe for the
upcoming season! Other wildlife of note
forme, has been a little egret, and a
family ofmergansers.

In addition to our regular trips we are
always open to requests for charter trips
andwe have seen the popularity of these
increase over the last season. These trips
are negotiated for a day and timewhen
volunteers are available and have been
booked by awide range of people from
schools and special interest groups, to
friends and families all looking for
something different to do,maybe for a
celebration or special event - often
bringing birthday cakes and picnics
alongwith them. So, if anyone likes the
idea of a private charter, please get in
touchwith ChrisMadge or ChrisWebster
andwewill do our very best tomake it
happen for you.

Without exception I will leave the
riverboat relaxed and tired - but always a
good tiredness, and also happy that we
will have provided our passengers with
an enjoyable experience, possibly
despite theweather (!) and a greater
appreciation of Derby. Themany
positive comments on socialmedia from
our passengers seem to back this up and
maybe some of the passengersmight
even decide to volunteer, as I did. For
me, all thismakes the effort all themore
worthwhile. I also find it very satisfying
going home knowing that I have
contributed to this community project.

At the end of each season a social
gathering is arranged for the volunteers
byway of thanking them for their hard
work, support and commitment to the
riverboat. A very pleasant evening at a
local hostelry with refreshments
provided - it's an excellent opportunity
for the volunteers to catch upwith each
other and for the exchange of stories and
experiences from the season.

Continued fromPage 24



The following is taken fromTheDerbyshire
County Council’s Historic Environment
Record -Monument recordMDR5560 -
Inhumation cemetery (site of), Borrowash,
Ockbrook.

About eighty inhumations and a
quantity of burnt bones were found
about two feet downwhen excavating
through an elevated piece of ground
near Borrowash, for theMidland
Counties Railway, a few hundred yards
from the River Derwent. Therewere no
surface indications. Nine of the
skeletons lay east-west and onewas in a
crude vault coveredwith stones. A flint
arrowheadwas found inside one of the
skulls. Underneath one skeletonwas a
twin ridged Beaker battle axe, found in
1841. At a later period a box containing
amulets, a blue bead and an Anglo-
Saxon ornament was found. In another
part of the ground a small vase
containing bird bones and a coin of
Constantinewas found. Burnt animal
bones were found in abundance. Briggs
suggested the name Borrowash referred
to a barrow here but E.P.N.S. (English
PlaceName Society? Ed) derives the first
element from 'burh'.

At Borrowash the canal had to be
diverted tomakeway for the railway, and
it was during this work in 1838 that the
discoveries weremade. TheMidland
Railway, Derby toNottingham,was built
in 1838 and opened in 1839. No further
workwas done for 37 years and reports of
finds after that date are wrongly dated.

The original plans of this cutting show it
in an area SK 41403430. The elevated
ground referred to by Briggs was
probably at SK 41453429. The axe
hammer is inWestern ParkMuseum,
Sheffield, Acc. J. 93-8 (G.36), as is the
Anglo Saxon ornament and a
contemporary bronze ring and
fragments of another - Acc. J.93-716
(H.186). TheMuseum's Director had no
knowledge of other finds from this site.

SK 4134 Borrowash. The perforated
stone battle-axe (Db. 123) 'foundwith
unburnt burial' is of dolerite and is of
Neolithic date.

Borrowash Anglo-Saxon s cemetery.
Listed in surveys.
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Ancient Burial Site at Borrowash Top lock
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Wewould like to thank thosewho have
already come forward to offer their help
with the restoration.
New volunteers to support existing
“experts” in all fields, except ecology
wherewe are looking for a volunteer to
take the lead as detailed below, will
always bewarmlywelcomed.
If you know someonewith building or
sitemanagement skills who have
perhaps recently retired, why not
suggest they get in touchwith us as we
will need those skills for projects such as
Sandiacre Bottom Lock restoration, the
Spondon Bourne culvert and the canal
rebuild generally.
Some specific areas wherewewould to
strengthen our teams are:
Engineering:We nowhave expertise to
covermost of our civil engineering
needs, but wewould still welcome
anybodywith engineering skills who
would like to join our new, enlarged,
engineering team.
Ecology: We require a volunteer to take
the lead on ecology. Wewould also
welcome anyonewhowould like towork
with the lead, whatever their past
experience. So if you can get involved
with surveys andmonitoring, or want to
help rejuvenate the biodiversity of the
canal route, please join the team.
IT: Wehave a volunteer who has been
heavily involved in developing our river
boat volunteer allocations on line, but
wouldwelcome anyonewhowould like
toworkwith her.
Fundraising:Wehave access to a

fundraiser on a paid basis, but if you
have fundraising expertise, please join
our team.
Marketing:Wehave a good team
dealingwith our existingwebsite, social
media and the Packet, but we need to
keep upwith new trends and to
stimulate interest in new groups of the
public. If you have up to date social
media nous, or want towrite articles
about our activities, please join our
team.
In all the above cases experience and
knowledge is very helpful, but the key
criteria is a desire to change our
communities for the better. The amount
of time spent will be set by your
availability, but the salary is non
existent! The reward comes from
achieving progress andworkingwith
other passionate people.
If you are interested, then please contact
ChrisMadge on 07827 946444 or by
email at
chris.madge@derbycanal.org.uk to
discuss further.

Would you like to help theDerby Canal Restoration?
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At last the final phase of the restoration
works at Staveley has started. There have
beenmonths of delays because of land
issues, but the big yellowmachines are
running again.

The first jobwill be tomove thousands of
tons ofmuck away from the canal line
and tomove some of the clay that has
been donated to us. This will be stored in
a field next to Bellhouse Basin until it is
needed.

After Severn Trent have finished
refurbishing their pipes, wewill build a
section of canal to Bellhouse Basin, a new
pumping systemwill be installed and the
newKeith Ayling Lockwill be built.

Wewill also be constructingmuch of the
towpath to Renishaw but cannot do the

final section because of another land
issue. Wewill therefore be reinstating
the towpath along the disused
Norbriggs Arm. This will certainly prove
very useful but is not what was
intended. The simple fact is that we are
running out of time because thework is
being paid for by the Staveley Town
Deal, a levelling up fund, and themoney
has to be spent by next summer.

The handover date for all the completed
works is 14th July next year.

OurWork Party hasmade a start on the
long awaited restoration at Renishaw. It
is in the early stages - setting up the
compound etc. - but it’s good to see
something happening on the ground.

We have just installed a new
information panel at Shireoaks
celebrating DawnRosewhich ismoored
there. This is the only Cuckoo boat,
unique to the Chesterfield Canal, in the
world. The last one rotted awaymany
years ago, so some of our volunteers
spent four years building a new one by
hand. It is exactly the same as the old
ones, using the samewood and
techniques - only hand tools! In summer
you can see it demonstrating
horseboating being towed by Tilly.

Update fromChesterfield Canal Trust - RodAuton
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Chairman - ChrisMadge
chris.madge@derbycanal.org.uk

Vice Chair -MikeWingfield
mike.wingfield@derbycanal.org.uk

Secretary&SocialMedia - Anne
Madge
anne.madge@derbycanal.org.uk

Membership - GaryHarding
3, Kingsmuir Road,Mickleover, Derby
DE3 0PY
gary.harding@derbycanal.org.uk

WorkingParties - David Savidge
david.savidge@derbycanal.org.uk

Packet - PeterWarmingham
peter.warmingham@derbycanal.org.uk

Health&Safety -David Savidge
david.savidge@derbycanal.org.uk

Treasurer - Chris Richardson
chis.richardson@derbycanal.org.uk

Contacts

Finally, our Santa Special cruises went on
sale on 1st October, and the bookings are
mounting up remarkably quickly.We
run them fromChesterfield,
HollingwoodHub, Shireoaks and Ranby.
We expect to carry about 1,800
passengers in all.
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Expert Property Guidancefor Landlords & Tenants
Practical solutions that help you protect your investment and plan with confidence

Cost Effective Leases and Lease Advice

Dilapidations Advice and Schedules

Commercial Property Advisory

Property Lettings and Sales

Acquisition Work

General Advisory

Castledine House Heanor Road Ilkeston Derbyshire DE7 8DY

0115 697 8888
daniel@djhcommercial.co.uk
www.djhcommercial.co.uk

C O M M E R C I A L

Strategic Property Advice
Smarter Decisions
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